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I.   Course Description 
 This course meets the requirements for English 4. This course is designed to provide intensive learning 
experiences  for students in order to enhance and enrich their skills in reading, writing, research, listening, 
and speaking. In this course, students will expand and apply their reading skills through wide and deep 
reading of literary and informational texts. They will gain literary and cultural knowledge, references, and 
images as well as the ability to evaluate arguments and grapple with complex texts. Students will refine 
writing skills as they craft substantive arguments to support their own claims as well as explanatory texts 
that convey their own complex  ideas clearly and accurately. Students will participate in research that 
requires them to gather information, evaluate sources, and cite sources. Students will become skilled in 
determining and clarifying the meanings of words  and phrases in order to comprehend complex texts and 
to continue to build extensive vocabularies.    
II. Instructional Goals 

This course is designed to help improve the following skills: 
•  Reading and writing for pleasure 
•  Written communication (emphasizing editing for clear, concise thought and correct grammar and 
word usage) 
•  Oral communication 
•  Research 
•  Tailoring speaking and writing to meet the needs of a given audience 
•  Literary analysis 
•  Reading Comprehension 
•  Grammar 
•  Vocabulary 
•  Compare/contrast universal ideas among varying genres 
•  Using technology to gather information and to present your ideas 

  
Course Standards 

Standards can be found at: 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/EnglishLanguageArts.cfm  
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III.  Textbook, Supplemental Materials, and Supplemental Reading(s)  

Collections: Grade 12  
 
  
 IV.  Instructional Organization 

Because the needs and abilities of classes differ from year to year, I reserve the right to modify 
this course of study to meet the needs of my students 
 

 
UNIT POWER STANDARD 

Unit 1  
Focusing on the Future/Beowulf 
EQ: What do I need to know in 
order to be prepared for success 
after high school? 
 

E4-RL.5.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain; investigate 
multiple supported academic interpretations. 
E.4-RI.5.1: Cite significant  textual evidence to support synthesis of explicit 
and inferred meaning and /or in areas the text leaves indeterminate; 
investigate multiple supported interpretations.  
E4-W.2.1:  Write informative/explanatory texts that: 
a. introduce a topic; 
b. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; 
c. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make connections 
and distinctions; 
d. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
e. include formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as 
needed; 
f. develop the topic with well- chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; 
g. quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
h. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting;  
i.use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts; 
j. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic; 
k. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline; and 
l. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented. 
 

Unit 2  
The Art of Argument 
EQ: How does a writer structure 
an argument to develop a claim?  

E.4-RL.6.1: Analyze the development of related themes across a variety of 
texts citing evidence to support analysis; provide an objective summary. 
E4-RI.6.1:  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of a text including how they interact and build 



 on one another to provide a complex analysis of the topic; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
E4-W.2.1:  Write informative/explanatory texts that: 
a. introduce a topic; 
b. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; 
c. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make connections 
and distinctions; 
d. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
e. include formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as 
needed; 
f. develop the topic with well- chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; 
g. quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
h. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting;  
i.use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts; 
j. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic; 
k. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline; and 
l. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented. 
 

Unit 3  
Establishing Identity 
EQ: How do actions prove 
character? 
 
How does a person’s character 
influence his or her decisions?  
 

E4-RI.5.1: Cite significant textual evidence to support synthesis of explicit 
and inferred meaning and/or in areas the text leaves indeterminate; 
investigate multiple supported interpretations. 
E4-RI.7.1: Evaluate how the use of different mediums, modalities, or 
formats impacts the reader’s understanding of events, topics, concepts, and 
ideas in arguments or informative texts.  
E4-RI.11.1: Compare and contrast the effectiveness of authors’ uses of text 
features and structures to support similar claims. 
E4-RI.11.2: Analyze and critique the reasoning in historical, scientific, 
technical, cultural, and influential argument writing.  
E4-W.1.1: Write arguments that:  
a. introduce a precise claim and differentiate between the claim and 
counterclaims; 
b. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources;  
c. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
d. create an organizational structure that logically sequences  claim(s), 
counterclaim(s), reason(s), warrants, and evidence; 
e. develop claim and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 



limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level. Concerns, values, and possible biases;  
f. use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claims and 
counterclaims; 
g. establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline; 
h. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
and rewriting; 
i. quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation;  
j. avoid logical fallacies and demonstrate an understanding of objectivity and 
subjectivity;  
k. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented;  
l. and include a call to action. 
E4-W.6.1: Write routinely and persevere in writing tasks over short and 
extended time frames, for a range of domain specific tasks, and for a variety 
of purposes and audiences. 
 

Unit 4  
Seeking Integrity 
EQ: How does a writer's  point of 
view influence the presentation 
and the development of the 
theme? 
 

E4-RL.11.1 Analyze how point of view and author’s perspective and 
purpose shape content, meaning, and style; supports rhetorical or aesthetic 
purposes; and conveys cultural experience.  
E4-W.2.1:  Write informative/explanatory texts that: 
a. introduce a topic; 
b. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; 
c. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make connections 
and distinctions; 
d. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
e. include formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as 
needed; 
f. develop the topic with well- chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; 
g. quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
h. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting;  
i.use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts; 
j. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic; 
k. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline; and 



l. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented. 
 

Unit 5  
Multi-Genre 
EQ: How can I demonstrate a 
knowledge of theme through 
multiple genres? 
 
What criteria is needed for an 
effective presentation 

E4-RL.7.1: Analyze the development of theme across diverse media, 
modality, and format. 
 
E4-RI.7.1:  Evaluate how the use of of different mediums, modalities, or 
formats impacts the reader’s understanding of events, topics, concepts, and 
ideas in argument or informative texts. 
E4-W.6.1:  Write routinely and persevere in writing tasks over short and 
extended time frames, for a range of domain specific tasks, and for a variety 
of purposes and audiences. 

 
 
     V. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedure 
 Grading Scale: 

Letter Grade   Numerical Average 
        A         90 - 100 

                    B         80 - 89 
        C         70 - 79 
        D         60 - 69 
        F                     Below 60 

 
 
 
 Grades for each nine weeks period will be determined using a point system whereby students will be 
awarded points  for daily work, major tests, compositions, and projects.   Each nine weeks students will 
have the opportunity to  earn approximately 300 points.  The point value of each assignment will be 
weighted according to difficulty and  time invested.  Point values will be communicated to students when 
assignments are given.  The number of points awarded for each assignment will be determined based on a 
set of predetermined criteria.  At the end of each nine  weeks points will be converted to percentages in 
order to determine letter grades. For example: 
                          235/300 points = 78% (C)  
                                                             285/300 points = 95% (A) 
 Students will be given homework assignments regularly.  The majority of homework required for this 
course will be reading.  Written assignments will not always be given, but they will be checked, graded, 
and reviewed when assigned. Pop quizzes may be used as a means of checking reading assignments. All 
assignments will be submitted by students via google classroom.  
 
  
Students are responsible for keeping up with assignments and turning them in on time. Students are 
 expected to  listen carefully to instructions for class work and to write down instructions for out-of-class 
work.  We encourage students to maintain a calendar for homework assignments, tests, and essays.  Dates 
for tests, essays, and projects will  be posted well in advance  in google classroom  It is the responsibility 
of the student to note these dates and to turn in his/her work promptly.  Adjustments will be made in 



assignments as  circumstances dictate; students will be notified of adjustments during class and in google 
classroom. 
  
 Late work will be accepted in the case of an excused absence; absences are excused only through the 
attendance  office. When you return from one day’s excused absence, you are expected to turn in the 
missed work the class period you return.  If you are absent for two or more excused days, you must 
complete all make-up work within five school days (not class periods).  It is your responsibility to ask 
about missed assignments. 

  
 In the case of major projects and essays, late work will be penalized 10 points per consecutive school day 
for up to   4 days.  If an assignment is turned in one consecutive school day late, it will be graded out of 
90% of the total  points possible; two days late will be graded out of 80%, three days out of 70% and 4 
days out of 60%.  Late  assignments will not be accepted after the fourth consecutive school day 
following the original due date. 
 
 
VI.  Absences and Make-Up Policies 
Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to an absence. If the student misses 1 day, the 
make-up work must be completed within 2 school days. If the student misses 2 or more consecutive days, 
the make-up work must be completed with 5 school days. If circumstances dictate that the material which 
had been missed requires more time to be made up, the teacher will have the discretion to extend the 
deadline. 
  
Students who miss a test, quiz, or other class work due to an absence will need to make up the at a time 
agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning to school.  If at all possible, a test or other 
major assignment missed due to a prearranged absence should be completed before the absence occurs.  
  
Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades.  Ultimately, it is the 
student’s responsibility to ensure that all work, especially assignments missed due to an absence, is 
completed in a timely manner. 
  
VII.  Academic Assistance and Suggestions for Success 
Academic Assistance is available Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays from 3:40 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
  

 VIII.  Classroom Management Plan  
  

FIVE  Focus  Individual 
Responsibility 

Virtual 
Manners 

Ethical 

Live 
instruction 

(synchronous)  

-Be present. 
-Have materials 
ready for class. 
-Speak one at a 
time. 

-Follow the schedule. 
-Choose a 
distraction-free space. 
-Focus on the presenter. 
-Log in 5 minutes early. 
-Be prepared (dressed 
and ready). 

-Answer 
questions/polls 
promptly & 
appropriately. 
-Pay attention 
to the speaker. 
-Participate in 

-Ask for help. 
-Try your best. 
-Use kind and 
polite 
words/emojis/f
aces. 
-Use hand 



-Eat before or after class 
or during breaks only. 

discussions. 
-Complete all 
work.  
-Stay on task. 

signals and 
chat features 
only as 
instructed. 

Independent 
work time 

(asynchronous)  

-Only visit sites 
as directed by 
teachers. 

-Check schedule daily.   
-Use time wisely. 
-Turn work in on time.  
-Double check your 
work and that all 
assignments are 
complete.  

-Read all 
directions.  
-Complete 
your work 
neatly. 
-Participate by 
asking 
questions. 

-Complete your 
own work. 
-Use kind and 
appropriate 
language in 
your 
assignments.  
-Wait patiently 
to speak with 
your teacher if 
needed. 

Technology  -Use a safe 
workspace.  
-Keep drinks 
and food away 
from devices.  
-Use 
Chromebook 
and supplies 
appropriately. 

-Use equipment only for 
school-related tasks. 
-Have log-ins ready. 
-Ensure your 
equipment is fully 
charged daily. 

-Use chat 
appropriately. 
-Use our 
virtual 
classrooms to 
support 
learning.  

-Video off to 
begin class. 
-Audio off to 
begin class. 
- Keep 
passwords 
private. 

 
  

Consequences: For students who choose to not follow the rules, the following consequences may apply                  
(not necessarily in this order): warning, conference with student, and parent contact, Severe or chronic               
misbehavior will result in an automatic referral to administrator. 

 
 

a. Parent Contact:  You may contact me anytime you have questions, concerns, or would 
like to set up a conference by e-mail.  

 
b. Student Progress Reports:  Parents can monitor students’ progress by accessing Parent 

Portal.  Please contact the school for access codes and additional information.  
 

c. Class Webpage:  To access the class webpage go to: www.lexrich5.org/scasey 
 

IX.Honor Code 
In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the community of School 
District 5 of Lexington & Richland counties, each individual should accept the personal responsibility to 
exhibit & promote academic & social integrity. The Academic Honesty Policy is being implemented to 
ensure that students submit credible work that is evident of their content mastery. Students should be 
totally honest in their dealings with others. They should complete their own work and be evaluated based 



upon its originality. They should avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, including 
plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 


